BERNARD M. BARUCH

explain anything is one of the characteristics of Mr.
Baruch. When you begin to apprehend it you
begin to see why he is a romance to himself. He
cannot explain himself to himself, nor to anyone
else, no matter how much he tries. And even more,
he cannot explain his opinions, his conclusions, his
decisions to anyone in the world with all the words
at his command. He can never give reasons.
Mentally nature has left him, after a manner,
incommunicado. His mind does not proceed as
other men's minds do.

The author of the Mirrors of Downing Street
describes Lord Northcliffe's mind as "discontinu-
ous.'' If I had never talked to Lord Northcliffe I
should be led to suppose that his mind resembled
Mr. Baruch's. But the British journalist's mental
operations are a model of order and continuity
compared to those of the former American War
Industries Chairman. Like the heroes of the an-
cient poems Mr. Baruch's mind has the faculty of
invisibility. You see it here; a moment later you
see it there, and for the life of you cannot tell how
it got from here to there, a gift of incalculability
which must have been of great service in Wall
Street, but which does not promote understanding
nor comtnunication. And the more Mr. Baruch